Hornpipe Patterns

The Vibe — the hornpipe motor pattern
Hornpipes have a “swing” about their rhythm. In standard notation this swing is shown as a
success of dotted 1/8 notes followed by 1/16 notes. Producing the swing vibe on the bodhran
requires the use of repetitive down and up strokes. Although a hornpipe is written in 4|4, just like a
reel, the usual D U D U pattern does not support a hornpipe well. Instead, this basic pattern is the
go-to vibe for a hornpipe.

Measure 1 Measure 2
1 |land| 2 |and| 3 |and and| 1 |and| 2 |and| 3 |and and
D D U ) D D U U D D U ) D D U U
open mute open mute open mute open mute
Basic Hornpipe Pattern #1
This is a workhorse pattern for hornpipes. It has a nice, laid-back vibe
Measure 1 Measure 2
1 |land| 2 |and| 3 |(and| 4 |and| 1 |and| 2 |and| 3 |and| 4 |and
D - - U D U D U D - - U D U U
open| - - open mute open| - - |open mute
Basic Hornpipe Pattern #2
Measure 1 Measure 2
1 and| 2 | and 3 |and| 4 | and 1 and| 2 | and 3 |and| 4 | and
D - U D - U D - U D - U
open | - mute open| - mute open | - mute open| - mute
Basic Hornpipe Pattern #2 with turnaround
Measure 3 Measure 4
1 |land| 2 |and| 3 |and| 4 |and| 4 |and| 2 |and| 3 |and| 4 |and
D - D U D D U D D U D U D U
Open| - mute Open mute open Options

Options include
* mute all six beats
* heel roll up or down during these six beats
* alternate between a mute and a high pop with the down stroke accented




Basic Hornpipe Pattern #3

Measure 1 Measure 2
1 |land| 2 |and| 3 |and| 4 |and| 4 |and| 2 |and| 3 |and| 4 |and
D - - u D u D U D - - u D u D U
Turn-around Pattern - Basic Hornpipe Pattern With Triplet Rundown
Use this pattern as a turn-around
Measure 3 Measure 4
1 |and| 2 | and 3 |and| 4 |and| 1 |and| 2 |and| 3 |and| 4 | and
D - D U D - D U Triplet Triplet Triplet Triplet
open| - mute open | - mute glissando up or down
Triplet Turn Around Pattern
Measure 1 Measure 2
1 |land| 2 |and| 3 |and| 4 |and| 1 |and 2 3 |and| 4 |and
Triplet DE| D - | Triplet DE - | Triplet DE | Triplet DE | Triplet DE| D -
Triplet SE| U - | TripletSE| U - | Triplet SE | Triplet SE | Triplet SE| U -
open |pop| - open pop| - open Heel roll pop| -

Either of these triplet techniques work well

DE means “double end roll” SE means “single end roll”




