
Son Clave   The Bo Diddley Riff

4|4 time    Each pattern fills two measures

Clave is a Spanish word meaning “key”.  That’s NOT key signature.  It’s the KEY to the rhythm of the music. 
The two types of clave are son clave and rumba clave.  Son Clave crosses two bars.  The first bar has three hits.  The second bar has 
two hits. It’s often called a 3,2 pattern.  Rumba pattern  is a 2,3 pattern.  The first bar as two hits.  The second bar has three hits.

Version 1: Original Son Clave

1st Bar 2nd Bar

1 and 2 and 3 and 4 and 1 and 2 and 3 and 4 and

Don’t Look Now! He’s Gone!

D U D D D

open Mute 

Version 2: The motor pattern with Son Clave on top and Heel Roll at the end

1st Bar 2nd Bar

1 and 2 and 3 and 4 and 1 and 2 and 3 and 4 and

Don’t Look Now! He’s Gone!

D U  D U D U  D U  D U  D U  D U  D U  

open mute open mute mute open mute mute mute Heel Roll

Version 3: The motor pattern with Son Clave on top and a triplet at the end

1st Bar 2nd Bar

1 and 2 and 3 and 4 and 1 and 2 and 3 and 4 and

Don’t Look Now! Pine Ap- Ple Juice Now

D U  D U D U  D U  D U  D

open mute open mute mute open mute mute mute Triplet High Pop


